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A s a young architect working in the  
New York office of Robert A. M. Stern,  
Paul Williger recalls the pervasive work 
ethos as being wholly design-centric. “The 
focus was on good results—technically and 

aesthetically—and it was totally normal to sit in the library 
for hours searching for references for a project,” Williger 
says. Fortunately, for homeowners Richard and Melanie 
Flamminio, the now Beverly Hills-based architect still 
embraces those ideals after all these years.

Upon surveying the couple’s existing, Mediterranean-
style house from the 1980s, Williger determined the only 
thing worth salvaging was the footprint. “It was dated, with 
finishes screaming to be upgraded,” he says. “We couldn’t 
tear it down because with current building regulations we 
would have had to go smaller. And, it would have had to 
encroach more into the yard for a deeper required rear 
yard setback.” Instead, his solution involved a complete 
gut, a scrape of the landscape, and time spent poring 
through books in search of inspiration for the arcades, 
towers and other authentic elements that would populate 
the revised structure.

Among the property’s more peculiar qualities requiring 
intervention was the entry sequence. “You would drive 
up and be staring straight at the garage,” says Williger of 

Architect Paul Williger and designer GeGe Pender 
worked together to transform a Malibu abode. 
In the living room seating area, a Dessin Fournir 
sofa wears damask by Nancy Corzine; next to 
it is an Hervé Van der Straeten lamp on a John 
Boone table. Finishing the space are ottomans 
from J. Robert Scott, an Ironies coffee table and 
a Tabriz from Jamal’s Rug Collection. The lounge 
chair and the console and chandelier in the 
hallway are from Rose Tarlow Melrose House. 
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Opposite: In the breakfast nook, Pender used an existing table and updated the homeowners’ chairs 
with Chelsea Textiles fabric from Mimi London; they were fabricated by Roman Upholstery. Stone from 
Cavendish Grey dresses the floors. Williger designed the mahogany doors from Southland Windows. 

Below: The Christopher Peacock kitchen and counter stools make a traditional statement. The 
ceiling’s stain resembles weathered driftwood, keeping the ambience rustic, causal and beachy. 
The chrome pendants over the island are from RH; the sinks and faucets are by Rohl.

the former layout. In the new iteration, the architect 
maintained the front door location but, instead of a 
prominent garage, added a built-out portico framed 
with a cast stone arch to accentuate it. A pair of curving 
staircases that pulled focus away from the front door 
were swapped in favor of two stairways the architect 
says are built “in a more gracious manner.” Replacing the 
exterior materials came next as reclaimed antique roof 
tiles, terra-cotta terrace floors, and integral plaster walls, 
meant to age and acquire a patina, took their place.

As the structure was reshaped, a picturesque massing 
of chimneys and towers reminiscent of Italian hill towns 
emerged. Loggias and balconies strategically placed to 

overlook the swimming pool, now located farther away 
from the house, enjoy views of the Pacific. The new 
outdoor living spaces, Williger notes, “effectively doubled 
the home’s square footage.” 

Meanwhile, landscape architect Richard R. Bartley used 
high hedges of ficus nitida, low boxwoods, Italian cypress 
and generous plantings of lavender, rosemary and bay 
laurel to delineate those courtyards and terraces. “A part 
of the plant palette has a Mediterranean inspiration,” says 
Bartley. He also introduced blood red trumpet vine to cover 
the pergola, and added olive trees throughout the property 
for a properly Tuscan touch. “We wanted to create a sense 
that the house may have been in an olive grove,” he says.
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“WE SUCCEEDED IN 
MAKING A FORMAL 
RESIDENCE WITH  
A RESORT FEEL 
THAT APPRECIATES 
THE PACIFIC 
OCEAN VIEWS.”

–PAUL WILLIGER 

Reflected in the antique mirror in the 
dining room is a Corbin Bronze piece. 
Chairs from Rose Tarlow Melrose 
House slipcovered with Romo fabric 
from Thomas Lavin surround the 
homeowners’ own table. Lighting 
the space is an Italian chandelier 
from Melissa Levinson Antiques.
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Williger reconfigured the floor plan, too, to maximize the 
relationship with nature. Arched French doors swing open 
to welcome the sunshine and sea breezes into all the main 
living spaces. Echoing the curved arches on the French 
doors and those found on the façade, Williger used a trio 
of arches to delineate the living and dining rooms. “The 
interior arcades define rooms, while allowing them to be 
open to each other,” says the architect, who worked with 
builder Albino Martinez on these and other demanding 
details. “Previously, they were these amorphous spaces 
that just flowed into each other.”

Materials to match the architecture’s elevated level of 
elegance and sophistication prevail, starting in the entry 
where antique Bourgogne limestone paves the floor. In 
the living room, there is now a cast stone fireplace, and 
a rustic wood ceiling crowns the traditional Christopher 
Peacock kitchen. It was amidst this compendium of 
classical materials that designer GeGe Pender wove a  
mix of traditional and modern furnishings in gentle hues.

The living room is a case in point: “There are soft earth 
tones with pops of gold and blue to create a feeling of 
calm, and Melanie and I established two separate sitting 
areas to keep things cozy,” says Pender. In one spot, she 
contrasted a tailored, damask-covered sofa and stylized 
wingback chair with a sculptural Hervé Van der Straeten 

The family room combines with the 
adjacent kitchen to create one space 
for relaxing, cooking and dining. Rose 
Tarlow Melrose House supplied the 
sofa, walnut coffee table, lounge chairs 
with roll backs, and leather club chairs. 
Rounding out the furnishings are a carpet 
from Jamal’s Rug Collection, Formations 
dining chairs and pendants from Orange.
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“THE NEW OUTDOOR LIVING 
SPACES EFFECTIVELY DOUBLED  
THE HOME’S SQUARE FOOTAGE.”

–PAUL WILLIGER

Opposite: Williger designed the wrought-iron railings that enclose the  
pergola, where Janus et Cie armchairs create cozy perches to take in the  
views of the vine-bedecked shelter and vistas of the surrounding landscape.

Below: The reclaimed hexagonal terra-cotta tile flooring from Exquisite Surfaces on the 
terrace evokes the Italian countryside. Landscape architect Richard R. Bartley strategically 

placed trees throughout the property, such as the spiraling Italian cypresses by the pool.
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lamp and a shagreen coffee table to intentionally play 
against styles. “If everything is expected the rooms can 
get dull—mixing in contemporary pieces keeps things 
fresh,” she adds. 

Taking a similar tack in the master suite, the designer 
merged the Asian overtones of the exuberant Gracie 
wallpaper with the clean lines of an upholstered bed.  
And the timeless velvet Maxalto chaise lounges in the 
sitting area are anything but boring. In Richard’s study,  
the modern Vladimir Kagan loungers are upholstered  
in a tried-and-true houndstooth pattern in harmony with 
blue-and-gray plaid draperies.

Outside by the pool, the serene palette Pender 
established inside gives way to a parade of bright orange 
umbrellas and cushions and pillows on wood-and-wicker 
furnishings to match. The result is a Riviera-esque ambience 
that perfectly suits the Flamminios and the home’s new look 
and intent. “We succeeded in making a formal residence 
with a resort feel that appreciates the Pacific Ocean views,” 
Williger says. “It’s the house they always wanted.”  

A pair of vintage chairs from Orange face 
a bed fabricated by Roman Upholstery 
with Jasper silk mohair, which is set 
against a wall in a Gracie covering in  
the master suite. The bedside lamp is 
from Antonio’s Bella Casa and underfoot 
is a silk-and-bamboo rug from Aga John 
Oriental Rugs. In the sitting area, the 
chaise lounges are by Maxalto, while 
the floor lamp is from the Morateur 
Gallery, and the mirror is from JF Chen.
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Outside, bright Perennials fabrics cover the 
cushions on the chaises and the RH chairs by 
the spa. The cheerful Santa Barbara Umbrellas 

are from Summit. Williger used weathered 
materials, including Durango limestone, from 

Bourget Bros. Building Materials, on the 
patio around the pool and reclaimed antique 

tile on the rooftops from Exquisite Surfaces 
to engender a sense of authenticity.
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